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Introduction 
What’s an IR? 
  Showcase of  research and 
scholarship at a university 
  Most materials in an IR 
are Open Access 
  Can include faculty works 
as well as student projects 
  Allows the work and 
research at the university 
to reach a global audience 
The Early Days 
  Planning for an institutional 
repository began in mid-2011 
  Joint venture between the 
Libraries, Provost’s Office, and 
Office of  Research 
  Decided on a hosted platform 
(Digital Commons) rather than 
an open source option 
  Implementation: Fall 2011 
  Launch scheduled for January 
2012 
Journal Publishing 
  Benefits 
  Full peer review tools in 
system 
  Can be OA or subscription  
  Easy learning curve for 
editors 
  Examples 
  First journal – SLIS 
Connecting 
  Gulf  and Caribbean Research 
  Currently 8 in total 
Event/Conference Presentations 
  Benefits 
  Can archive both recordings 
and slides 
  Collections can be used to 
build out schedules 
  Great for promoting 
upcoming events 
  Examples 
  Philosophical Fridays 
(lecture series) 
  Open Access Week 
  Southern Miss Institutional 
Repository Conference 
Student Theses and Dissertations 
  First collection in IR: Honors Theses 
  Currently over 500 papers and roughly 400,000 total 
downloads 
  Graduate School 
  Adopted Aquila as submission platform for theses and 
dissertations in 2015 
  Student submits directly and all edits/review happen in 
the system 
  Once the document is approved, Graduate School 
personnel post it to the IR 
  Embargo options available as needed 
The Latest 
  New logo 
  New staffing 
  Institutional 
Repository Specialist 
  DOIs 
  Membership with 
Crossref  
  Assigned for all journal 
articles 
Crossref  logo courtesy of  http://assets.crossref.org. Used with permission.  
The Road to One Million Downloads 
  January 2013: 
  15,145 downloads 
  1 journal 
  559 full-text items 
  10,709 pageviews 
  3 event collections 
  10 galleries 
  13 author 
submissions 
  September 2017: 
  1,008,574 downloads  
  7 journals 
  6,073 full-text items 
  825,359 pageviews 
  10 event collections 
  39 galleries 
  1,199 author 
submissions 
Road to One Million Continued 
  September 2017 
  SLIS Connecting 
  110 articles published 
  28,380 pageviews 
  55,544 downloads 
  Honors Theses 
  534 theses uploaded 
  59,912 pageviews 
  386,823 downloads 
  January 2013 
  SLIS Connecting 
  19 articles published 
  1,670 pageviews 
  3,804 downloads 
  Honors Theses 
  91 theses uploaded 
  2,388 pageviews 
  7,040 downloads 
Then and Now Visualized 
ç December 2014 
September 2017 è 
The Future? 
  Open Textbooks 
  Datasets 
  More journals 
  Community 
collaboration 
  New ideas? 
For More Information 
  Impact 
Readership Map 
Dashboard 
  Publications 
Gulf  and Caribbean 
Research 
SLIS Connecting 
  Minutes 
Faculty Senate 
  Events 
Philosophical Fridays 
Open Access Week 
IR Day/SMIRC 
  Galleries 
Geography Expedition 
Edible Book Festival 
  ETDs 
Honors Theses 
Dissertations 
  Data 
Research Data Curation Practices 
at Southern Miss 
Geography Dataset in Aquila 
  Open Textbooks 
Introduction to Open Textbooks 
Open Textbook Initiative 
Questions? 
Josh Cromwell 
Institutional Repository Coordinator 
University Libraries 
Phone: 601.266.6200 
Email: joshua.cromwell@usm.edu 
Website: http://aquila.usm.edu 

